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Staying Safe While Conserving Energy
Juneau has been doing an excellent job conserving energy – our energy consumption is down by 30% overall. However it is important to remain safe and many of the alternative heating and lighting sources come with their own dangers. We have spoken with the fire chief and fire marshal and compiled some safety tips.
There are two main dangers here, fire and carbon monoxide poisoning. Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless gas that can cause death if undetected and can be caused by any fuel burning appliance. Signs and symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning are headache, nausea, vomiting, dizziness and unconsciousness. Make sure your carbon monoxide and smoke detectors are in working order and have fresh batteries.
Many people are turning to fuel burning heaters to stay warm during this time of high electricity costs. Please be sure to use safe vented fuel heaters that have been approved by Underwriters Lab for indoor use. Unvented kerosene heaters are not designed to be used indoors. 
If you are using a barbeque to prepare your food, there are several things you can do to reduce the danger to yourself and your family. Never barbeque inside as charcoal grills produce enormous quantities of carbon monoxide. Falling ashes can cause fires on and under decks, and barbeques shouldn’t be used directly under the eaves of the house.
Candles are a leading cause of house fires. Never leave candles unattended, even if they are in a safe location. When you get to the last 1/4 inch of the candle it is time to replace it. 
If you use a wood stove, make sure your chimney is clear and clean of creosote. Capital City Fire/Rescue has responded to several chimney fires in recent days. 
If you have any questions regarding fire hazards, call Capital City Fire/Rescue at 586-5322.
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